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APPENDIX A
SURVEY INSTRUMENT
(Note: the following is part of a larger survey testing environmental altruism; the part below pertains to asking respondents to consider their donations with a matching grant.) 

Survey-UG


In the following exercise, you will be asked to determine a reasonable allocation of a sum of money to yourself and, also, to an ecological conservation program in Hong Kong. By preserving natural habitat, forest areas, and endangered species, program staff try to improve the local ecology as well as trying to address climate change. This is a real exercise, so the monetary amounts you indicate will be actually paid (in supermarket coupons) to yourself and to the conservation program. (Within a week after the online survey, you will receive an email with instructions about when and where to collect the coupons. Note that your answers are strictly confidential, and the staff member handing the sealed envelopes will not know the amount of money inside them.) 


	
	



Question: We will provide you with a total amount of one hundred eighty Hong Kong dollars   (HKD180) to divide up: some portion to yourself (as personal income), and the remainder to the ecological conservation program. How much of the HKD180 would you like to donate to the ecological conservation program? (You keep the remainder.)  (Note: The amount entered has to be an integer between 0 and 180. Otherwise, the number cannot be entered.) 
________________________________________________________________


	
	



The following is a hypothetical question.  Hypothetical Question: You are still going to divide up HKD180 as before, but this time, suppose that the project would match your donation to the conservation program (that is, double the amount you give to the program). How much of the HKD180 would you like to donate to the conservation program if there is a matching grant? (Note: The amount entered has to be an integer between 0 and 180. Otherwise, the number cannot be entered.) 
________________________________________________________________












APPENDIX B

METHODOLOGY






i.	Recruitment of Human Subjects
Undergraduates will be invited to take the online survey by emailing an invitation to the undergraduate listserve.

The target sample size is n=100 for the control group and n=100 for the test group, with Qualtrics programmed to randomly assign participants to control and test branches, and further, to equalize males
and females (randomization done within each group). Recruitment ends when a sufficient number have completed the online survey. The sample size requirement was established from previous research. (Note: as online sign-up occurred rapidly, the protocol for terminating the survey allowed 104 subjects to enter and complete the survey).

The online information sheet provides standard information, approved by the university IRB, and includes a click-on tab to allow potential participants to provide formal consent to take the survey.
2 Online Survey

The introductory part of the survey introduces the project and principal investigator (PI), provides assurances of anonymity/confidentiality, information about foreseeable risks and benefits of the research, voluntary nature of the survey, and contact information for the PI. At the end of this section, the respondent will be asked to click on a box signifying their written consent to continue with the survey. The survey continues only if the box is clicked.

The groups will be asked to divide up the nominal monetary amount (180) between themselves and the recipient, which will be described as a local environmental conservation project. The actual amounts donated to the conservation project will be subsequently given to the project, and the amounts kept by the survey participant will be given to the participant, at the end of the project. To minimize the effects of personal knowledge of particular projects, the description will be kept general (i.e., no other particulars will be given). The question, given to both groups, is as shown below:
“In this part of the exercise, you will be asked to divide up a sum of money, 180 in total, between yourself and an environmental conservation project. The project, run by a nonprofit involves such activities as tree planting and restoration, ecological habitat protection, and soil conservation. In the space provided below, fill in the amount you would assign to yourself and the amount you would donate to the environmental conservation initiative. About 5-10 days after you complete the survey, we will contact you by email and provide you with instructions on how to collect the amount you assigned to yourself. The amount will be provided in the form of supermarket coupons.”

Participants will also be informed that, when they subsequently receive the amounts they decided to keep for themselves, that the amount in the envelope will not be known by the project assistant handing them the envelope (the amounts were put in the envelope by a different project staff member). This is to minimize the effect of social pressure or judgement on the subject’s decision to donate.

A follow-up question asks the respondent to reconsider their donation if there is a matching grant that doubles the amount paid to the beneficiary (while the respondent’s allocation to self remains the same). 

3 Data Analysis

After all the survey respondents have completed the survey, the data will be downloaded from Qualtrics into a spreadsheet for analysis (using STATA).
4 Confidentiality and Quality Control Practices

The only identifier provided by the respondent is his/her email address. To maintain confidentiality and anonymity, a subject ID number will be assigned each respondent, and the data file will consist of the subject ID number and the data, but no email addresses. A separate subject ID file will be created matching subject ID numbers and email addresses. Only the PI will have access to the subject ID file and will keep this file in his personal laptop and a project-dedicated USB drive. One year after completion of the project, the subject ID file will be deleted. The file will be password protected.

The data file will be kept in the hard drive of the PI’s personal laptop and a dedicated USB drive. The file will be password protected.
5 IRB Approval

The study protocol has been approved by the university ethics committee (IRB). 
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